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That September day of 1814, when Macdon-
ough won his niche in the naval hall of fame,
was also the climax and the conclusion of the
long struggle of the American armies on the
northern frontier, a confused record of defeat,
vacillation, and crumbling forces, which was re-
deemed towards the end by troops who had
learned how to fight and by new leaders who
restored the honor of the flag at Chippawa and
Liiindy's Lane. Although the ambitious attempts
against Canada, so often repeated, were so much
wasted effort until the very end, they ceased to
be inglorious. The tide turned in the summer
of 1814 with the renewal of the struggle for the
Niagara region where the British had won a
foothold upon American soil.

In command of a vigorous and disciplined Ameri-
can army was General Jacob Brown, that stout-
hearted volunteer who had proved his worth when
the enemy landed at Sackett's Harbor. He was
not a professional soldier but his troops had been
trained and organized by Winfield Scott who was
now a brigadier. After two years of dismal re-
verses, the United States was learning how to wage
war. Incompetency was no longer the badge of
high military rank. A general was supposed to